


Valentine Perfins 
Bob Schwerdt (#505L) 


Febuary 14th is the day for giving candy and 
flowers to those special people in cur lives. Some 
can even afford to give diamonds, However, we 
Shall restrict ourselves in this article to heart and 
flower perfins since I can't think of any appropriate 
candy design perfins, and "diamond" perfins are too 
numerousto list, 








Surprisingly, very few flower design perfins are 
Known: even when we assume a liberal View when 
listing some of the flower pattems. The most 
obvious, though stylized, is the fleur-de-lis (lily 
flower) depicted in stamps of Denmark (A71) and 
the United States (Des 24) Used mostly in heraldic 
designs, the leur-desls is meant go resemble an iris 





There are several British and German perfin designs 
that resemble leaves rather than flowers, but Great 
Britain 0080.01 might fit the flower category. One 
German design, illustrated here, resembles a ily, but 
when inverted appears to be a longstem pipe (50 
tske your pick) 


Hearts, though more abundant than flowers in the 
perfin world are also limited. The stamps of only a 
handful of countries are found with this Valentine 
symbol, ofler-vith aditional letters in the design. 
For the record, here is my list of the most recent 
catalog numbers of heart perfin pattems. There may 
be others? 














Germany: 1.1.50, 4284 (illustration: 
Great Brita, C2880; C2885, GO050.01 





India: BS (bath m postage and revene 
isus) 





Switzerland: AN0 
United States: C68: C68A; E90; EA: 
E13.95P; Mid S307 


A callestion of this sort could be expanded by 
‘dking perfins of any design found in stamps thet 
show hears, flovers, or flower bouts. Those 
U.S. Love stamps might be a good place to stant. 








athips the thame could be explored for other 
holidays? Lot's see, we have two Chrismas troe 
signs and the poinsetia (US. AGBS) for 
Christmas, and the tulip (U.S, A1875) for Easter 
Any others? 





So, all you perfin collectors, say it ftom the HEART 
with FLOWERS this Valentine's Day! (And add a 
fw of those topical perfins to your coll 
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